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Arkansas Supreme Court unanimously denies Attorney General’s petition to dismiss the State from 

litigation pursued by Arkansas Counties, Cities, and the State  

Association of Arkansas Counties, Arkansas Municipal League, and Prosecutor Scott Ellington will 

continue to pursue their unique, unified approach to combat the Arkansas opioid epidemic 

 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (April 6, 2018, 3:00 p.m. CST) – The united coalition of 74 Arkansas Counties and 255 

Arkansas Cities represented by the Association of Arkansas Counties and Arkansas Municipal League 

today announced that the Arkansas Supreme Court ruled in favor of Prosecutor Scott Ellington to deny 

the petition filed by Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge to remove the State from the joint 

lawsuit against the opioid drug industry, originally filed March 15 in the Crittenden County Circuit Court.  

 

“We had the utmost faith that the Arkansas Supreme Court would see the wisdom of the prosecutor’s, 

Counties’ and Cities’ legal argument,” said Chris Villines, executive director of the Association of 

Arkansas Counties. “We fully believe what these Arkansas Counties and Cities are doing on behalf of 

their communities is right and just.”  

 

Attorney General Leslie Rutledge filed the emergency petition April 2, arguing that Prosecutor Scott 

Ellington should not be permitted to bring claims on behalf of the State in the lawsuit along with the 

Counties and Cities. Prosecutor Ellington and the Counties and Cities filed responses contending that 

Ellington was well within his legal rights to file on the State’s behalf.  

 

“We have the utmost faith in our legal team, their competency, and their dedication to seeing justice be 

done in Arkansas,” said Don Zimmerman, executive director of the Arkansas Municipal League. “We 

know we can work out a solution together, and we again extend our invitation to the Attorney General 

to join our efforts to bring Opioid Justice for a United Arkansas.”  

 

The Counties, Cities, and Prosecutor Ellington will continue to pursue their unique and united litigation 

in the State of Arkansas. 

 

About the Association of Arkansas Counties (AAC)  

The AAC supports and promotes the idea that all elected officials must have the opportunity to act 

together in order to solve mutual problems as a unified group. To further this goal, the AAC is 

committed to providing a single source of cooperative support and information for all counties and 

county and district officials. To learn more, visit ARCounties.org or find the AAC on social media 

@75ARCounties (Facebook and Twitter) or on LinkedIn. 
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About the Arkansas Municipal League (AML) 

Founded in 1934, the AML exists to act as the official representative of Arkansas cities and towns before 

the state and federal government, to provide a clearinghouse for information and answers and to offer a 

forum for discussion and sharing of mutual concerns. In doing these things, the central purpose of the 

AML is to advance the interest and welfare of the people residing in the cities and towns in Arkansas. To 

learn more, visit ARML.org or find the AML on Facebook (@Arkansas.Municipal.League) or Twitter 

(@ARMuniLeague).  
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